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Absztrakt:

This paper extends previous studies of contact diaries by exploring key components of egocentric contact
networks in two far-away and seemingly far-apart countries: Taiwan and Hungary. After comparing sample
characteristics, network size, and composition, we construct a Strength of Ties (SoT) Index based on
compatible diaries that help reveal actual social interactions in everyday life. We then use this index to further
compare tie strength by relational foci. The diary keepers from the two countries, 51 in Taiwan and 138 in
Hungary, converge in socio-demographic characteristics. The distributions of the four indicators that we use
to construct the SoT index are also strikingly similar in the two countries. On average, however, the number of
the Taiwanese daily contacts is much larger than that of the Hungarians. While the strength of ties varies with
the types of relationships in both countries, kin ties turn out to be stronger in daily life in Taiwan than in
Hungary. Our construction of the SoT index and initial findings suggest a fruitful approach of using contact

diaries as an instrument to compare egocentric networks across different cultures and societies.
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