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Absztrakt:

This paper investigates the behaviour of voters in public opinion polls about party preferences using an agent
based simulation of a threshold model including both micro and macro level processes. The theoretical
background describing the macro processes is the spiral of silence concept developed by Noelle-Neumann
(1974); and the micro level model is a general threshold model (Granovetter (1978), Krassa(1988) both
arguing that people only assert their opinions if they perceive a minimal support from a relevant proportion
of others. We apply a model including both approaches to uncover the behaviour of voters not sharing their
party preferences during polls. Based on current survey data we approximate real using historic data as well.
It is shown that the minority opinions were more widely-held than was declared in opinion polls as a
consequence of different distributions of the threshold values of opinion assertion. We demonstrate this
phenomenon on the 2010 Hungarian elections by presenting our historic results and give a short analysis on
the 2014 Hungarian parliamentary elections.
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